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SIERRA COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION
MEETING AGENDA
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 29, 2016 10:00 AM
SIERRA COUNTY COURTHOUSE
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS CHAMBERS
100 COURTHOUSE SQ.
DOWNIEVILLE, CALIFORNIA
The Sierra County Planning Commission welcomes you to its meetings which are regularly
scheduled for the second Thursday following the first Tuesday of each month. Special
meetings may be called from time to time and the meeting location, time, and date will be
announced at the appropriate time as required by law. The meeting agenda contains a brief,
general description of each item to be considered. If you wish to speak on any matter that does
not appear on the meeting agenda, you may do so during the agenda item entitled “Public
Comment to the Commission”.
When addressing the Planning Commission, please walk to the podium and, after having
received recognition from the Chairman, give your name and offer your comments and your
questions. Please address the Planning Commission as a whole through the Chairman.
Comments made to individual Planning Commissioners or staff members are not permitted.
Supporting documentation for meeting agenda matters is available for public review in the
Office of the County Planning Department located in the annex building directly across from
the Sierra County Courthouse, Downieville, California, 95936, during regular business hours.
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, those requiring accommodations for
this meeting should notify the Secretary to the Planning Commission 72 hours prior to the
meeting at (530) 289-3251
1.

10 a.m.-CALL TO ORDER –ROLL CALL-INTRODUCTIONS

2.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
December 29, 2016

3.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES
September 22, 2016
October 13, 2016

4.

CORRESPONDENCE

All items of correspondence which are listed below may be acted upon by the
Planning Commission. If items of communication or correspondence are not
listed, the item may be referred to staff members or to a committee or placed
upon any future meeting agenda for action as may be necessary

5.

PUBLIC COMMENT TO THE COMMISSION
The Planning Commission provides a period of time for the public to address
the Commission on any matter not included upon the meeting agenda. Persons
speaking are limited to three (3) minutes, except as otherwise provided by law,
no action or discussion shall be taken or conducted on any item not appearing
on the meeting agenda. Testimony related to an item on the meeting agenda
should be provided when the specific agenda item is being considered by the
Planning Commission.

6.

PRESENTATION AND WORKSHOP SESSIONS
The Planning Commission allows time for guest presentations on matters of
general or specific interest to the Commission or for conducting educational or
technical workshops.

7.

PUBLIC HEARINGS
7.1
Sierra Valley Lodge, Applicant and SVP, LLC Landowner:
Annual compliance review and consideration of an extension of a special use
permit granted by the Planning Commission to allow 20 campsites and 10 R/V
camp sites at an existing lodge/restaurant. The project site, identified as APN
012-122-001 is located at 103/109/111 Main Street, Calpine, CA. Preliminary
Environmental Assessment: exempt under CEQA Class4, Section 15034.
The Planning Commission conducts all public hearings in accordance with its
governing by-laws as approved by the Commission and in accordance with
Sierra County Resolution 76-80 entitled “Rules of Conduct”.

8.

BUSINESS REQUIRING ACTION

8.1
8.2
8.3

Requested extension of Site Plan Review for Leslie Dickey
Requested extension of Vesting Tentative Map for Randy Virtue
Requested extension of Tentative Parcel Map for Don and Lee Kirby

9.

PLANNING STAFF REPORTS

10.

COMMISSION MEMBER REPORTS

11.

ADJOURNMENT

PC Agenda Item

7.1

Planning Commission Staff Report
December 29, 2016
Project:
PD File No.
Staff Rec. No.:
Request:
Location:
APN:
Planner:
Property Owner
SVP, LLC
11 Duboce Ave.
San Francisco, CA 94103

PC EXHIBIT 1

Sierra Valley Lodge SUP
1619
1176
SUP Compliance review & Extension
103 - 111 Main Street, Calpine CA
012-122-001, 012-121-002
Brandon Pangman

Applicant

On-site Manager

Michael O’Connor
Co-owner

Michael O’Connor

1. Staff Recommendation
Staff recommends that the Planning Commission find that the Permittee is not in substantial
compliance with the permit conditions, and deny the request for another one (1) year extension
on the life of the Special Use Permit.

2. Project Description & Background
The Applicant is requesting a:
•

Compliance Review & Extension on the life of their Special Use Permit

At a Special Meeting on July 30, 2015 the Planning Commission adopted Resolution no. 2015-03
approving a Special Use Permit (SUP) to allow tent and RV camping on the Sierra Valley Lodge
(SVL) property in Calpine in the Community Commercial (CC) District, subject to certain
conditions of approval (COAs). The SUP was limited in scope to five (5) event weekends (minus
the two already held without benefit of a permit) between May 1 and Sept. 30, 2015; and the SUP
was made valid for only one (1) year unless the Permittee requests in writing a maximum one (1)
year extension and undergoes a compliance review demonstrating that they have operated in
substantial compliance with the permit conditions, and that the findings required by law for such
entitlement could still be made (cf, COA #4). A compliance review was conducted at a dulynoticed public hearing on December 17, 2015 and although not all COAs were satisfied and

Sierra County Planning Commission
December 29, 2016

1

Sierra Valley Lodge SUP Extension
Staff Rec. No. 1176

neighborhood complaints persisted, the SUP was extended for another year, with slight
modification to the Conditions of Approval.
The Planning Department is aware of three (3) camping events that took place on the following
dates in 2016:
•
•
•

July 15-17, 2016
August 12-14, 2016
September 2-4, 2016

(In addition, the Tax Collector noted seeing 3 RVs being occupied on the property during various
non-event weekends, which is not authorized under the terms of this SUP.)
In response to an e-mail “reminder” sent to Mr. O’Connor on 11/15/2016, the County received an
e-mail back from him requesting an extension on the life of the permit. Mr. O’Connor was also
reminded that this “renewal” process triggers an annual compliance review and the need for the
Commission to make the relevant findings regarding land use compatibility; and that the burden
was on him to advocate for his extension request. As of the writing of this staff report (12/21/2016)
Mr. O’Connor has provided no documentation or supporting evidence to demonstrate his
compliance efforts to date, or to support his request for an extension.

3. Summary Findings & Recommendations
Staff has four general observations:
•

While the 3 camping events held in 2016 were popular with many visitors and “tolerated”
by some of the community, the Permittees’ compliance overall has “slipped” and a
number of permit violations have persisted or even worsened since 2015—despite
repeated admonishments by the County to carefully follow the permit conditions that
were put in place when the permit was initially approved, and again when it was
extended last year.

•

Based on comments received by the Planning Department, it appears that community
support is divided for these camping events at the Lodge. A typical comment staff has
received is that the community supports the Lodge, restaurant, bar, and even the
occasional concert event generally; but they are frustrated that the Permittee has not
adhered to the conditions placed on the permit, and the perception is that they are
‘thumbing their noses’ at the County and the community. There is also considerable
frustration expressed that the Lodge is apparently only open for these larger, seasonal,
concert events and is no longer viewed as much of a service benefit to the community the
rest of the year. (I.e., the community “put up with” the occasional perceived nuisance
issues if the trade-off was having a functioning restaurant in town…but when the restaurant
is rarely open anymore, the “nuisances” seem less tolerable.)

•

Of the twenty (20) COAs, sixteen (16) conditions (80%) remain either out of compliance,
partially-compliant, or unknown.
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4. Conditions of Approval and Compliance Review
COA #
1

Condition

The project approved by this action is for a Special Use Permit to provide
for temporary outdoor camping and RV occupancy uses within the
Community Commercial (CC) District on APNs 012-122-001 & 012121-002 as described in the project description contained in the Planning
Department Staff Report for file no. 1619 (ref. staff rec. no. 1156, dated
July 16, 2015). Approved project features are specifically as laid out in
the staff report and the attached application materials, as amended by
these conditions. Deviations from the conditionally-approved project
description shall be reviewed by the Planning Department for substantial
compliance and may require amendment of the Special Use Permit by the
appropriate hearing body. If there are any discrepancies between the
approved project description or plans, and the conditions of approval, the
conditions of approval shall supersede.

Compliance?
Yes

Discussion: Standard condition. No deviations from the original permit
conditions proposed by the applicant.
Recommendation: No compliance issues.
COA #
2

Condition

This action does not relieve the applicant of the obligation to comply with
all local, state or federal ordinances, statutes, regulations, and
procedures. Permittee shall provide written evidence to the Planning
Department of the Treasurer-Tax Collector’s satisfaction that Transient
Occupancy Tax and other applicable taxes and assessments have been
paid up-to-date, prior to conducting an event with camping in reliance on
this Special Use Permit.

Compliance?
No

Discussion: The Permittee has not provided the Planning Dept. with
documentation of the Tax Collector’s satisfaction. According to the
County Tax Collector (ref. Exhibit 2), as of 12/21/2016 the Permittee is not
in compliance with the legal requirement to accurately report and pay
Transient Occupancy Tax. Accurate reporting has been an ongoing
issue.
Recommendation: Find the Permittee not in compliance.
COA #
3

Condition

Fees: Permittee shall pay fees billed by the Planning Department for
reasonable direct costs associated with annual compliance review and
request for permit extension, prior to commencement of events
authorized under this entitlement.

Compliance?
Yes

Discussion: Annual compliance reviews, preparation of staff reports and
exhibits, etc. have resulted in additional costs incurred by county staff in
both 2015 and 2016. (Est. costs: $1300 in 2015; $520 in 2016). However,
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the County has not billed the Permittee for these costs.
Recommendation: If the Planning Commission decides to extend the
permit for another year, direct the Planning Department to bill the
Permittee for the reasonable costs of preparing the annual compliance
reviews and require full payment prior to the next camping event—or
direct the Planning Department to revoke the permit.
COA #
4

Condition

Term: The term of the Special Use Permit shall extend to December 31,
2016 and shall terminate unless the Special Use Permit is extended from
year to year for an additional term of no greater than one (1) year by the
Planning Commission. The process for requesting and receiving an
additional term of one (1) year shall commence upon the County
Planning Department receiving a written request from the permittee at
least sixty (60) days prior to the expiration date of the existing special
use permit. The Planning Commission, upon receipt of a written request
for an additional one year term, shall set the matter for public hearing and
shall make a determination at a regular or special meeting of the Planning
Commission conducted prior to the expiration date of the Special Use
Permit. The Planning Commission may: approve an additional term
under the existing conditions of approval specified in the Special Use
Permit; or, approve the additional term subject to new or modified
conditions of approval; or, reject the request for an additional term. Prior
to approving any extension the Planning Commission shall be required to
make the findings required within the Sierra County Code related to
Special (or ‘conditional’) Use Permits, as well as find that the Permittee
has operated in substantial compliance with the Conditions of Approval.
Such compliance review shall be required annually.

Compliance?
Partial

Discussion: Permittee requested an extension on 11/15/2016 (13 days
after the deadline provided in COA #4; ref. Exhibit 3). Staff tried to
accommodate the Permittee with several reminders, and by noticing
the compliance review hearing and placing the matter on the Planning
Commission’s agenda (and composing the staff report), despite a lack
of documentation and evidence being provided by the Permittee.
Planning staff met onsite with Permittees on at least two occasions in
2016 and exchanged a number of e-mails detailing the outstanding
deficiencies in their compliance with the permit conditions.
Recommendation: Either deny an extension of the SUP; or, if the Planning
Commission decides to extend it another year, adopt a motion of intent
to do so, and provide direction to staff regarding any proposed
amendments to the COAs and support for findings, and have staff return
to the Commission at their next regularly-scheduled hearing with
appropriate documentation in support of the approval.

Sierra County Planning Commission
December 29, 2016

4

Sierra Valley Lodge SUP Extension
Staff Rec. No. 1176

COA #
5

Condition

Frequency: The use authorized under this Special Use Permit is limited to
five (5) weekends per calendar year between the dates of May 1 and
September 30 and the property shall not be used at any other time for
recreational vehicle occupancy or incidental camping. The period that is
authorized for the use specified in this Special Use Permit shall be
weekends defined as Friday no earlier than 12:00 pm (noon) through
Sunday at 1:00 pm. Such use of the property for the five (5) weekends
shall not occur on consecutive weekends.

Compliance?
No

Discussion: Department records indicate that special event camping
occurred on the following 3 weekends: July 15, August 13, and
September 3. It is unknown by staff if additional events occurred during
2016 since the Permittee failed to properly notify the Planning
Department pursuant to COA #6 below. However, according to the Tax
Collector (who happens to live in Calpine just down the street, and was
monitoring activities at the lodge to verify TOT reporting), as many as 3
RVs (and possibly a few tents) were also being occupied on the property
during non-event weekends, in violation of this condition. The Planning
Department also received comments from neighbors notifying us that
camping (tents and RVs) were allowed on-site prior to noon on Friday
and that RVs remained on site after the scheduled weekend event; and
the Planning Director and Tax Collector witnessed similar violations on at
least one occasion (cf, Exhibits 2, 4, 5).
Recommendation: Find the Permittee not in compliance.
COA #
6

Condition

Notice: At least seven (7) calendar days prior to each scheduled event
involving outdoor camping authorized under this Special Use Permit,
Permittee shall provide a posted notice at the Calpine-Sattley Post Office
located within the community hall building in Calpine; provide a copy of
the written notice to the County Planning Department; and shall directly
notify the local fire department (Sierra County Fire Protection District
#1—Calpine Station) so local EMTs are on notice of the event.

Compliance?
No

Discussion: The Planning Department has never received a copy of the
written notice required by this condition, which has made enforcement
and monitoring more challenging. Staff has found no evidence of
compliance with the requirement for posting, or directly notifying the
local fire department at least seven (7) days in advance of any of the
events. One of the Permittees (Jason Perkins, who has since informed
the County, on 11/14/2016, that he was ‘officially resigning from his
ownership stake in Sierra Valley Lodge’) did notify Planning staff by email on 8/8/2016 of ‘another weekend approaching’ [4 days later]
without more specifics or other formal posting and notification as
required under COA #6. Planning staff became aware of the other
events by periodically checking the SVL’s website.
Recommendation: Find the Permittee not in compliance.
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COA #
7

Condition

RV Spaces: Use for parking and overnight occupancy of recreational
vehicles is limited to ten (10) recreational vehicle parking spaces located
on the north-east side of the main lodge building, substantially as
represented on the application Site Plan shown in Planning Commission
Exhibit 4. Such RV spaces shall be unimproved and have no water,
sewage disposal, or electrical outlets or services. “Recreational vehicle”
or “RV” as used herein is defined as a self-contained motorhome, travel
trailer, fifth wheel, cab-over camper or similar vehicle as determined by
the County Planning Department, each with its own facilities for
cooking, sleeping, and bathroom. “Recreation vehicle” does not include
tent trailers, tents, cars, pick-up trucks with or without a camper shell, or
similar vehicles or that are not fully self-contained in the customary
sense of a modern motorhome. Recreational vehicle spaces are limited
to one (1) recreational vehicle (except, in the case of trailers and fifth
wheels, additionally the primary vehicle transporting the recreational
vehicle). Multiple vehicles (more than one [1]) may not be parked with a
recreational vehicle per space authorized under this special use permit.
Each space shall be limited in occupancy to the inside capacity of the RV
(no outside sleeping or accessory cots, air mattresses or tent camping in
this area).

Compliance?
No

Discussion: Site inspections during the camping event on July 16, 2016
revealed: 11 RVs, 4 tents, and 15 vehicles in the area designated for a
maximum of 10 RVs only (ref. Exhibit 4). During the August 13, 2016 event
there were several reports of 14-18 RVs (Exhibits 2, B, E). And during the
September 3, 2016 event there were reportedly 13 RVs (Exhibit 2); as well
as tents in the RV area, and RVs and tents parked outside the
designated area (Exhibit G).
Recommendation: Find the Permittee not in compliance.
COA #
8

Condition

Camping Spaces: Use for overflow, incidental camping is limited to
twenty (20) designated camp sites that are substantially unimproved and
have no water, sewage disposal, or electrical outlets or services. Use of
portable generators is prohibited. Camp sites shall be limited to four (4)
persons per camp site and no more than one (1) motor vehicle (or two [2]
motorcycles). Each camp site is authorized for no more than two (2) tents
(whether or not camp site users are sleeping on the ground or within a
tent); or one (1) camp trailer; or one (1) truck with camper shell; or
similar use as approved by the Planning Department. At no time shall the
overflow camping area for incidental camping exceed forty (40) tents,
twenty (20) motor vehicles, or eighty (80) camp site occupants.
“Designated camp site” shall be defined as an area no less than 20’ x 20’
in area and each of the twenty (20) approved camp sites shall be clearly
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identified by a post (or similar method) with an identification # attached
for easy reference and location of each of the camp areas authorized
under this Special Use Permit. If the final location of each camp site
differs from those shown on the original Site Plan, the Site Plan shall be
revised to reflect the true location and approximate dimension of each
actual camp site and re-submitted to the Planning Department for
reference. Camp site registration (cf, COA #19 below) shall include
identification and contact information of the person or persons reserving
each site, and indicate the total number of people occupying each site.
Discussion: During each of the three events in 2016, it was reported that
the number of tents and vehicles appeared to have exceeded the
limits—although this was not easy to confirm because the campground
area appeared to lack the organization required. Concert guests
continued to camp off-site as well (Exhibit G). To date (and despite
repeated requests), the Planning Department has not received
evidence of campsite identification consistent with the approved site
plan (although drive-by inspections showed a number of landscape
lights on wood rounds, so this ‘may’ have been done). Lastly, the
County has not received evidence of actual camp site registration, as
required.
Recommendation: Find the Permittee not in compliance.
COA #
9

Condition

Property Boundaries: Trespassing on neighboring property, or camping or
parking within the public park areas is strictly forbidden and shall be
enforced by the responsible Security enforcement officer(s) (cf, COA
#19 below). All side and rear property lines shall be clearly delineated
by a temporary fence or other method approved by the Planning
Department to inform lodge customers and event guests of the areas
available for parking, camping, and associated uses and to help ensure
that trespasses and unauthorized use of County public spaces do not
occur.

Compliance?
No

Discussion: No evidence has been provided to the Planning Department
that property lines have been clearly delineated for the Lodge’s guests.
There continued to be some complaints of camping off-site on private
property, and the public park area. While certainly an improvement
over the first two (unpermitted) camping events that took over the
adjacent public park, campsites in 2016 still lacked any clear
organization (Exhibits 4, G).
Recommendation: Find the Permittee not in compliance.
COA #
10

Condition

Access: Driveway access to the areas on the property used for
recreational vehicle parking and incidental camping shall be limited to
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locations as determined by the County Road Department, and shall be
clearly identified on a revised Site Plan. Vehicles are not allowed to
access the property indiscriminately from adjacent County roads, or cross
neighboring property or the County park. Proper signs will be provided
and posted by the permittee to advise motorists of the access points that
have been approved by the County. In addition, no parking or driving of
any nature shall occur atop any existing septic or leach areas in existence
on the property (including south of the designated RV parking area, east
of the lodge).
Discussion: Dir. Beals walked the site with Jason Perkins on 7/14/2016 to
identify acceptable campground access points from Main Street (Exhibit
4); however, to date, the Permittee has not submitted a revised site plan
clearly delineating the County-approved driveways/encroachments. It
is not clear from the miscellaneous reports of “too many vehicles” and
haphazard camping arrangements whether the limited access points
identified on 7/14/2016 were clearly identified for, and exclusively used
by, camping guests.
Recommendation: Find the Permittee not in compliance.
COA #
11

Condition

Parking: Overflow (off-site) parking during events and uses authorized by
this Special Use Permit shall be carefully monitored and regulated by the
responsible Security enforcement officer(s) (cf, COA #19 below) to
ensure that parking along public roads and rights-of-way is conducted in
a safe, orderly fashion without obstructing the lanes of travel or creating
unsafe conditions, and to ensure that private driveways are not
obstructed and unauthorized parking does not occur on neighboring
property.

Compliance?
No

Discussion: The Planning Department continued to receive complaints of
unregulated and unmonitored off-site parking (Exhibits B, C, E). Dir. Beals
noted a lack of SVL security personnel (Exhibits 4, 5), which was the
intended method to self-regulate this and similar issues (and this was the
Permittee’s own recommendation before it was made a condition of
approval). The Sierra County Sheriff’s Dept. commented at the original
hearing in 2015 that the County lacks the resources to effectively monitor
every such special event—sometimes overlapping special events on
both sides of the County. The SUP was approved explicitly on the
condition that the Permittee would provide their own security to enforce
these provisions—which apparently was not done in 2016.
Recommendation: Find the Permittee not in compliance.
COA #
12

Condition

Dogs: No dogs allowed, except within recreation vehicles (as defined in
COA #8 above). Dogs are prohibited within the incidental camp area,
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parked vehicles, tents, etc.; and shall not be left unattended outside at any
time whether confined, leashed or unleashed.
Discussion: There continued to be some complaints about dogs (cf,
Exhibit E), but Planning staff continued to received conflicting reports
about whether nuisance dogs belonged to guests or local neighbors.
The Planning Director noted some dogs tied up outside of vehicles in the
RV area, but did not see them creating a nuisance at the time (Exhibit
4). It appears that some guests, at least, did not get the message about
dogs being prohibited.
Recommendation: Find the Permittee not in compliance.
COA #
13

Condition

Noise Curfew: No loud noises outside the lodge, or outdoor music or
partying are allowed after 10:00 pm. The 10:00 pm curfew shall be
strictly enforced by the person(s) in charge of Security (cf, COA #19
below). At all times when amplified music is playing inside the lodge
(whether live performances or recorded music) the outer doors of the
lodge shall remain closed to mitigate the noise impacts to the
surrounding neighborhood. If greater ventilation or cooling is desired
inside the lodge, it may be provided by fans or air-conditioning instead.

Compliance?
No

Discussion: Both the Planning Department and the Sheriff’s Dept.
continued to get noise complaints after 10:00 pm. The prohibition
against leaving the outer doors of the lodge open during concert events
was ignored (Exhibits 4, 5, A, B, D, E, F, G, H). No application was
received for a permit to install air conditioning or other forms of
increased ventilation to alleviate the “stuffiness” complaint that was
common during concert events; the Permittee instead continued to rely
on (or allow) the doors to remain open, as well as fail to provide
adequate security to control potential noise nuisances.
Recommendation: Find the Permittee not in compliance.
COA #
14

Condition

Sanitation: At all events and uses authorized by this Special Use Permit,
Permittee shall provide at minimum each of the following: two (2)
portable toilets, at least one of which shall be ADA accessible; and
sufficient trash and recycling receptacles, including at least four (4) 38±
gal. trash cans in the camp area, and two (2) in the RV area, plus
implementation of recycling for plastic, glass, and aluminum.
Immediately following each event, Permittee shall ensure the area is
cleaned up and all trash and debris is removed from outdoor spaces on the
property, as well as related trash and debris in the neighboring park and
roadways. The property and vicinity shall be maintained at all times in a
clean, neat fashion (including, to the extent feasible, during permitted
events).
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Discussion: There were some complaints of trash outside during and
immediately following the events (Exhibits C, E), but the Planning
Department has seen no evidence of this and the Permittee has assured
the County that trash is diligently picked up. With respect to the required
portable toilets, trash cans, and recycle bins—the Planning Director did
note the presence of two portable toilets (one ADA accessible) during
the July event (Exhibit 4). It is unclear if all required trash cans and
recycling bins were provided (and/or portable toilets at the other two
events), as the Permittee has not provided evidence of this either way.
Recommendation: Insufficient evidence to conclude whether the
Permittee fully complied with this condition or not.
COA #
15

Condition

Park Restroom: Use of the County public restroom at the adjacent park
shall only be permitted in conjunction with events authorized under this
Special Use Permit when coordinated through the Calpine Improvement
Association (CIA). Permittee (SVL) shall provide to the Planning
Department a fully-executed Agreement between the SVL and CIA for
this facility’s use, fees, cleaning and supplies.

Compliance?
Yes

Discussion: On 7/12/2016 the Planning Dept. received an e-mail from
Virginia Butler of the CIA, confirming that an agreement finally had been
reached. A partially-executed agreement (signed by the Permittee, not
the CIA; Exhibit 6) was subsequently forwarded to the Planning
Department. Staff is not aware of any ongoing issues with the use of the
nearby public restroom maintained by the CIA.
Recommendation: Find that the Permittee is in substantial compliance
with this condition.
COA #
16

Condition

Fires: No open campfires are permitted by guests in the RV or camp
areas. Propane-fueled barbeques and lanterns are permitted; but no other
open flames are permitted (including candles, “Citronella” and “tiki”
torches, etc.). Permittee shall adhere to all relevant fire codes and
regulations, including use, occupancy, signage, and other improvement
requirements under the current California Fire Code, California Building
Code, Cal Fire’s Wildfire Protection requirements under Public
Resources Code §4290-4291 and implementing regulations, as well as
the local fire district’s adopted ordinances and amendments thereto.

Compliance?
Yes

Discussion: There was one complaint received by the Planning
Department of concert goers camping on USFS land nearby and lighting
campfires during the weekend of 8/13/2016 (Exhibit C)—although there
has been no independent confirmation or evidence of this provided.
The “Camping & RV Rules” that are (hopefully) distributed to guests does
emphasize this concern, and monitoring by the Planning Director and
Sheriff’s office, as well as staff inquiries made to other local residents, all
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indicate that there have been no camp fires or illicit open flames on-site.
Recommendation: Find that the Permittee is in substantial compliance
with this condition.
COA #
17

Condition

Overnight Rules & Registration: All overnight guests—whether in the
RV area or incidental camp sites—shall be required to register (as
required under the County’s Transient Occupancy Tax rules; contact the
County Auditor/Tax-Collector for more information). Permittee shall
develop rules consistent with these conditions and shall distribute to all
guests during both advanced registration and arrival/check-in.
Rules/Registration Form(s) shall be provided to the Planning Department
for review and approval prior to conducting an event authorized by this
Special Use Permit, and whenever subsequently amended; and shall be
posted on the SVL website.

Compliance?
No

Discussion: Draft copies of proposed Rules were provided to the Planning
Department for review and comment prior to the 8/1/2015 event; and a
final version was provided by Mr. Perkins on 10/7/2015. However, the
Planning Department has seen no evidence that they have ever been
posted on the website, or distributed to guests during both registration
and check-in. Furthermore, it appears that the Lodge has not kept
diligent records of overnight registration, as evidenced by ongoing
exchanges with the County Tax Collector.
Recommendation: Find the Permittee not in compliance.
COA #
18

Condition

Park Use: The adjacent public park is available for public use and may
not be used or occupied by SVL or their guests exclusively, or for
commercial purposes, or in any manner that could discourage general use
by the public or community (including parking, camping, bands, vendors,
adult partying, etc.). SVL shall endeavor not to discourage a “family
friendly” atmosphere at the adjacent park or nearby residential
neighborhood.

Compliance?
No

Discussion: Lodge patrons continued to camp off-site, including in parts
of the public park (Exhibits 4, G). Several complaints (and pictures) and
staff inspections confirmed this. Staff has received feedback that the
SVL owners ‘cannot control what some people do off of their
property’…but this is precisely why the security and enforcement
provision (COA #19 below) was put in place: so the SVL would police the
neighborhood during their special events and inform people of the rules.
It does not appear that this was done.
Recommendation: Find the Permittee not in compliance.
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COA #
19

Condition

Security and Enforcement: Permittee shall provide round-the-clock (24hour) private Security and a means of responsible enforcement of these
rules and conditions of approval for the use authorized by this Special
Use Permit. A Security and Enforcement Plan shall be submitted to the
Planning Department and Sierra County Sheriff outlining the rules and
describing the proposed methods of ensuring compliance with these
conditions.

Compliance?
No

Discussion: In staff’s view, this is the biggest issue. As discussed above,
the success or failure of this entitlement depends on the Permittee’s
willingness and ability to maintain control of the events hosted by the
Lodge. Sierra County lacks the resources to adequately police and
diligently enforce all land use permit conditions at every weekend event
(noting, too, that such events are sometimes held concurrently with
large special events on the west side of the county). Mr. Perkins
suggested the 24-hr private (self-) security proposal, and provided a
Security Plan with assurances that the permit conditions would be
diligently enforced and their private security would maintain peace and
actively discourage potential nuisances—not just on-site, but in the
neighboring vicinity as well. Security was to be “on duty” round-theclock and available to both the Sheriff’s office and local fire personnel
and EMTs. However, active self-enforcement of the permit conditions
and a clear attempt to protect the community against nuisances
caused by patrons to the Lodge’s events still do not seem to be taken
seriously. This lack of security presence and adherence to the selfenforcement provisions that the Permittee offered to perform (and the
Commission made a condition of approval of the permit) jeopardizes
the compatibility of this land use with the small, rural residential
community in which it is situated.
Recommendation: Find the Permittee not in compliance.
COA #
20

Condition

Revocation: Failure to adhere to or satisfy any of these conditions may be
grounds for revocation of the Special Use Permit. Where issues arise,
interpretations and enforcement of these permit requirements and
conditions shall be determined by the Planning Director; and such
determinations may be appealed to the Planning Commission (ref. SCC
§20.15[c],§15.28.050).

Compliance?
No

Discussion: While this condition gives authority to the Planning Director to
revoke the SUP for failure to comply with the permit conditions, we
believe the record of correspondence shows that the Planning Director
has been patient and willing to work with the Permittee to come into
compliance—desiring a successful operation under the provisions of the
SUP conditionally-approved by the Planning Commission, rather than a
strict and punitive approach. But as the ongoing complaints have
demonstrated, the Permittees’ apparent unwillingness to comply with
Sierra County Planning Commission
December 29, 2016

12

Sierra Valley Lodge SUP Extension
Staff Rec. No. 1176

these reasonable conditions that were put in place to help mitigate the
justified concerns of neighbors, special event outdoor camping in this
particular location is simply not a good fit. The Permittee has had two
years and at least seven (7) events to demonstrate their ability to host
camping events that can be compatible with the surrounding
community. Unfortunately, in that time, they have failed to do so.
Recommendation: Find that the Permittee has not fully complied with
the conditions placed on the Special Use Permit, and allow the permit to
expire without extending another year.

5. Findings:
Recall, Condition #4 requires not just a review of the Permittees’ compliance efforts under the
conditions of approval (above), but also: “…Prior to approving any extension the Planning
Commission shall be required to make the findings required within the Sierra County Code related
to Special (or ‘conditional’) Use Permits….:”
Sierra County Code Section 20.15(a) provides that “No conditional use permit shall be approved,
unless the Planning Commission first [makes eight (8) certain findings].” Those findings are as
follows:
1. The proposed use is consistent with all applicable provisions of this Part and any applicable
provisions of other Parts of this code.
2. The proposed use is consistent with applicable policies and requirements of the Sierra
County General Plan, and any applicable community plan or specific plan, and any
specific findings required by any of these plans have been made.
3. The establishment, maintenance or operation of the proposed use or building will not,
under the circumstances of the particular case, be detrimental to the health, safety,
peace, comfort and general welfare of people residing or working in the neighborhood of
the proposed use, or be detrimental or injurious to property or improvements in the
neighborhood or to the general welfare of the county; except that a proposed use may
be approved contrary to this finding where the granting authority determines that
extenuating circumstances justify approval and enable the making of specific overriding
findings.
4. The proposed project or use will be consistent with the character of the immediate
neighborhood and will not be contrary to its orderly development.
5. In a TPZ zone district, the establishment, maintenance and operation of the proposed use
or building will not significantly detract from the use of the property for, or inhibit the
growing and harvesting of timber.
6. The entitlement and its extension satisfy any specific findings as required by the Zoning
Ordinance.

Sierra County Planning Commission
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7. Procedural requirements under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) have
been satisfied.
8. The proposed use is consistent with, replaces or appropriately modifies any prior
established relevant conditions of a previous entitlement, if applicable.
Because staff is recommending that the Special Use Permit not be extended, we will not go
through the additional exercise of providing evidence to support (or not) each of the above
findings.
HOWEVER, ‘if’ the Planning Commission desires to extend the Special Use Permit for another year,
staff recommends that the Commission make a motion of intent to do so, and provide direction to
staff regarding what, if any, amendments should be made to the Conditions of Approval; and
provide direction on how to support the requisite findings. Staff will then return to the Commission
at a later date with a draft Resolution for the Commission’s consideration which includes the
necessary findings and supporting evidence, as well as an updated list of Conditions.

6. Recommended Motion
Should the Planning Commission agree with staff’s recommendation, the following motion is
suggested:

“I move that the Planning Commission find that the Permittee is not in
substantial compliance with the permit conditions as required, and deny
the request for an extension.”

Sierra County Planning Commission
December 29, 2016
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EXHIBIT 2
Brandon Pangman
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

Jenny Varn
Wednesday, December 21, 2016 8:35 AM
Brandon Pangman
Van Maddox; Tim Beals
Sierra Valley Lodge 1Q TOT 2016-17 Estimate of Taxes Due
Sierra Valley Lodge tot bill 2016 1st Q.doc; SVL 1Q 2016-17 Est TOT.pdf; Certified mail
Proof of Delivery.pdf

Brandon,
Please see attachments for most recent correspondence and demand for payment of TOT tax. I have also attached proof
of delivery. To date, we have received no response from them. They are not in good standing. Please contact me if you
need any additional documentation.

Jenny Varn
Chief Deputy Treasurer-Tax Collector
County of Sierra
jvarn@sierracounty.ca.gov
530-289-3286

This email and any attachments thereto may contain private, confidential, and privileged material for the sole use of the
intended recipient. Any review, copying, or distribution of this email (or any attachments thereto) by other than the
County of Sierra or the intended recipient is strictly prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the
sender immediately and permanently delete the original and any copies of this email and any attachments thereto.
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Treasurer-Tax Collector
COUNTY OF SIERRA
Van Maddox
Auditor- Treasurer-Tax Collector

December 6, 2016
Michael O’Connor
Jason Perkins
Sierra Valley Lodge
11 Dudoce Street
San Francisco, CA 94103
TRANSIENT OCCUPANCY TAX BILL
This bill has been issued for the following reason:
In accordance with the provisions of Sierra County Code §5.20.100, the Tax Collector has
imposed the lawful amount of Transient Occupancy Tax due following a determination that a
false or fraudulent report with intent to defeat or evade the tax due has been filed.
From the information you provided and the observation of the Tax Collector and others the
Transient Occupancy Tax due for the quarter ending 9/30/2016 has been recalculated as shown
below.

DESCRIPTION:

103 Main Street
Calpine, CA 96124

TAX BILL DATE 12/6/16
TAX DUE DATE: 12/26/2016

OWNER/OPERATOR AND LAST KNOWN ADDRESS: 11 Dudoce Street
San Francisco, CA 94103
Report Period
7/1/16-9/30/16

Tax
$2,618.80

Penalties
$523.76

Interest
$62.86

Partial Payment

Total Due
$3,205.42
($859.00)

TOTAL

$2,346.42

The TOTAL DUE must be paid within fifteen days to avoid the recording of a lien. A
hearing regarding the amount assessed must be requested in writing within fifteen days
of the date of the mailing of this tax bill. If application for a hearing is not made within
the time prescribed, the tax, penalties, and interest determined by the Tax Collector
shall become final and conclusive and shall be immediately due and payable.
Sierra Valley Lodge tot bill 2016 1st Q

P. O. Box 376, 100 Courthouse Square, Suite 14, Downieville, CA 95936
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Attached is a worksheet showing how the bill was calculated. Per your email I
have counted the tents as two per space. This does put you over your use permit
allowance for every event since there is only a total spaces allowed of 20 both
RV’s and tents.
Per your emails, the allowable deductions shown on your filed TOT return, was
for porta potties which are not an allowable deduction.

5.20.130 Failure to Collect or Report
(a)

Tax Collector to Estimate Tax Due: In the event that any operator fails or refuses
to collect the tax imposed by this chapter, or to make, within the time provided in
this chapter, any required report or any payment of the tax or any portion of the
tax required by this chapter, the Tax Collector may make an estimate of the tax
due. In making the estimate, the Tax Collector shall proceed in the manner the
Tax Collector deems appropriate to obtain facts and information on which to base
an estimate of the tax due. In the absence of information which the Tax Collector
deems most appropriate, it shall be deemed appropriate for the Tax Collector to
estimate the tax by multiplying the number of days in the reporting period by the
estimated number of lodging units customarily available for rent by the operator
and then multiplying such resultant number by the estimated average rent for the
subject lodging units or similar lodging units and thereafter multiplying that
resultant number by the tax rate. The foregoing shall not limit the Tax Collector
in estimating the tax due but if utilized shall in and of itself be deemed
reasonable.

(b)

Notice of Tax Due: The Tax Collector shall proceed to determine and assess
against the operator the tax, interest, and penalties due as provided for by this
chapter. The Tax Collector shall give a notice of the amount so assessed by mail
or personal service addressed to all persons so assessed, at their last known
addresses.

(c)

Tax Is Final If Hearing Not Requested: The operator may make application in
writing to the Tax Collector for a hearing on the amount assessed within ten (10)
calendar days after personal service of any notice of taxes or within fifteen (15)
days from the date of mailing of any notice of taxes due. If application by the
operator for a hearing is not made within the time prescribed, the tax, interest
and penalties, if any, determined by the Tax Collector shall become final and
conclusive and shall be immediately due and payable. (Ord. 786, eff. 7/18/92,
prior Ord. 377)

(d)

Separate Trust Account: The Tax Collector may require the Operator to
establish a separate trust account for deposit of the taxes as they are collected.
The bank account shall be established in the ownership of Sierra County. (Ord.
No. 834, eff. 4/16/96)

5.20.140 Appeals Process

Sierra Valley Lodge tot bill 2016 1st Q
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(a)

Hearing and Dispute Resolution: In the event that an operator applies for a
hearing within the time prescribed, the Tax Collector shall give at least fifteen
(15) days written notice to the operator of the time and place of the hearing by
mail or at least ten (10) days notice if by personal service. Such hearing may be
held at any time within sixty (60) days of receipt of application for the hearing by
the Tax Collector. At the hearing, the operator may appear and offer evidence
why the specified tax, interest, or penalties should not be so established.

(b)

Determination of Tax: Within thirty (30) days after the hearing, the Tax Collector
shall determine the proper tax to be remitted and shall give written notice to the
person by personal service or certified mail of the determination and the amount
of the tax, interest, and penalties. The total due shall be payable fifteen (15)
days from mailing or serving of notice unless an appeal is made as provided in
section 5.20.140(c).

(c)

Appeal from Initial Hearing: Any operator aggrieved by any decision of the Tax
Collector with respect to the amount of the tax, interest, or penalties may appeal
to the Sierra County Uniform Appeals Committee by filing a written notice of
appeal with the County Clerk within fifteen days of personal service or twenty
(20) days from the date of mailing of the determination of tax due. The appeals
procedure and the rules governing the hearing(s) shall be consistent with the
Sierra County Uniform Appeals Procedure specified in Sierra County Resolution
No. 90-272, as amended. Any operator or the Tax Collector, dissatisfied with the
results of the determination of the Uniform Appeals Committee may appeal to the
Sierra County Board of Supervisors pursuant to the Sierra County Uniform
Appeals Procedure. Any determination on the matter by the Sierra County Board
of Supervisors shall be deemed final. No appeal may be taken without first
having completed the Initial Hearing process set forth in 5.20.140(a).
(d)

Limitation of Issues on Appeal: The issues on appeal shall be limited to:
Operator named on the tax bill is not correct.
Estimated tax is based on incorrect number of units.
Estimated tax is based on incorrect lodging rates.
Estimated tax is based on incorrect occupancy rates. (Ord. 786, eff.
7/18/92, prior Ord. 377)

5.

Payment of Tax a Condition of Appeal

After the determination of an amount of tax due from any operator has been made
following an Initial Hearing as specified in 5.20.140(a) above, an operator must pay the
tax as specified in the notice as a condition precedent to filing an appeal. Failure to pay
such tax, together with penalties and interest thereon, if any, shall result in the appeal
being denied. In the event that it is ultimately determined that the whole or any part of
the tax, interest and penalties was not due, the operator shall be entitled to a full refund
Sierra Valley Lodge tot bill 2016 1st Q
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of all the amounts paid but determined not to be due together with interest at the rate
prescribed by Revenue & Taxation Code 5151. The County may retain without interest
those funds ultimately determined to be due to the County pursuant to this chapter.
(Ord. 834, eff. 4/16/96, prior Ord. 377, 786)

Sincerely,

Van Maddox
Auditor Treasurer-Tax Collector
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Sierra Valley Lodge 1Q 2016 TOT Estimate
Event Weekends

RV's @ $40

Campsites 20 @ $25

July 15‐17 (11 RV's /34 tents)

440.00

Rooms 10 @ $99.00 VIP 2 @ $119
Weekends
425.00
1,980.00
476.00

Total Receipts

July 29‐31 (est occup. For event)

440.00

425.00

1,980.00

476.00

3,321.00

August 12‐14 (18 RV's/30 tents)

720.00

375.00

1,980.00

476.00

3,551.00

September 2‐4 (13 RV's/28 tents)

520.00

350.00

1,980.00

476.00

3,326.00

Totals Events only
2,120.00
Per operator two tents per sight
Use Permit allows only one RV per sight
Per operator 2 rooms comped to performers

1,575.00

7,920.00

1,904.00

13,519.00

3,321.00

All Events

$13,519.00

Estimates for non event weekends
RV's 3 @ $40 X 9 weekends
9 weekends 1/2 occupancy 6 rooms
(18 nights)
Mid week occupancy estimate
1 rooms @ $69 a week x 13 weeks

$1,080.00
$10,692.00

$897.00

$12,669.00

Combined total all rentals / Receipts

Receipts
TOT

$26,188.00
$2,618.80

English
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EXHIBIT 3
Brandon Pangman
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Michael O'connor <mocbooking@gmail.com>
Tuesday, November 15, 2016 2:43 PM
Brandon Pangman; Tim Beals
SVL Permit Extension

Hi Brandon,
I would like to request a year extension for the SVL outdoor permit.
I'll send a written request also.
Thanks for your time

-Michael O'Connor
Parish Entertainment Group
1.888.477.9288 (of)
1.888.882.9288 (f)
415.637.1435 (c)
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Special Use Permit Compliance Inspection
Sierra Valley Lodge
Friday- July 15, 2016 and Saturday-July 16, 2016
I conducted compliance inspections for the first 2016 Sierra Valley Lodge event on
Friday and Saturday nights….Friday on-site from 9:00pm to 11:15pm and Saturday on
site from 8:00pm to 10:30pm.
I walked the grounds on both nights to review tent locations and numbers, vehicle
numbers, recreational vehicles present, observe for fires and observe for dogs, observe
the number of occupants per camping site, parking organization, property line
identification, sanitation facilities, restroom use and conditions, and the extent to which
Lodge security staff were present and available. I never went inside the buildings and I
parked at different locations to get a sense of noise, loudness and activities on the exterior
of the property and within the community.
On Thursday, in a meeting with Jason Perkins to review access points from the County
road, I noticed campers already on-site I the camping area setting up for occupancy. This
was a day early and while it involved only two campsites, the condition of approval only
allows camping and specific days and during specific times. It appears that these two
sites were occupied twenty four hours early.
On Friday night, I counted in the tent camping area: 35 tents, 15 canopy/shade structures,
32 vehicles, and miscellaneous structures, cabinets, and gear within individual camp
sites. In the recreational vehicle section: 10 recreational vehicles, 6 shade-canopy
structures, 11 vehicles, and 7 tents. On Saturday night, I counted in the tent camping
area: 37 tents, 12 shade-canopy structures, and 30 to 35 cars (cars kept coming in and
out). In the recreational vehicle area: 11 recreational vehicles, 4 tents, and 15 vehicles.
Observations included a pretty mellow group overall. I observed no fires or fireworks. I
saw two dogs and they were both restrained and within the recreational vehicle area and
assumedly were placed inside a recreational vehicle when the occupants were not present.
There were small generators in both the camping area and recreational vehicle area and
were quiet when in operation. One vehicle and tent was situated behind the baseball
backstop and clearly parked and camped on County Park property. I never encountered
the individual(s) but the delineation of property boundaries was difficult to see during
daylight hours and impossible to see in the dark hours. I observed no illegal camping
within the community that was obvious to me.
I never saw any security personnel and this involved both nights. Vehicles were coming
and going from the two camping areas and no personnel were present to keep those
guests organized. I observed two portable toilets and one was ADA accessible and they
were located directly behind the motel building next to the County park fence.
It was a warm evening and I was informed that the interior temperature was pretty high
and air was “stuffy”. The interior doors to the large venue room were open as were the
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main exterior double doors, likely to cool the room and to provide some fresh airventilation to the interior. This condition created a very effective conduit for the music
and crowd noise to “blow” right out the open doorways into the community. The music
was not excessively loud but the music and crowd noise was easy to pick up from nearly
anywhere in downtown Calpine but once one got to SR 89…to locations about two
blocks out, the noise levels dropped significantly.
I received a call from SCSO dispatch at approximately 12:30am to 1:00 am Friday night
(or early Saturday morning/dispatch will have the exact time) and was provided a noise
complaint. I gave dispatch the cell number for Jason Perkins and I understand from later
conversations that a call was successfully made to Jason Perkins. I have no information
whether or not the conversation was productive or cordial and I assume it was.
Recommendations:
1) Communicate arrival and departure times as specified in the conditions of
approval for campers and recreational vehicles
2) Emphasize the fact that security during the site visit was non-existent on the
exterior grounds and no one from the Lodge was taking responsible charge where
and how people park and set up camp.
3) Property delineation needs to be more effective and particularly into dark or late
hours
4) Exterior doors into event have to be closed during a performance
5) A number of people were sleeping in vehicles in addition to tents or simply on the
ground so consideration needs to be taken for the maximum number of people
that a site can accommodate

EXHIBIT 5
Brandon Pangman
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tim Beals
Friday, September 02, 2016 9:05 AM
'Jason Perkins'
RE: SVL camping weekend - Labor Day 2016

Jason….the first event (July 15 and 16) I gave you a list of recommended actions or made suggestions that would
alleviate issues. Your next event was much larger and seemed to be a much different crowd…..or maybe it was just that
there were more people. There were some complaints and there were some observed issues which you need to
resolve.
We had numerous tents within the area reserved for recreational vehicles….this number combined with the number of
recreational vehicles was much higher than the permit allows. The number of recreational vehicles is set within the
conditions of approval. There were also people sleeping in cars. We had people sleeping in the park in sleeping
bags….there were tents between the lodge and the motel as well as a few trailers…so this tells me that your internal
control is not working and your security is not monitoring and maintaining the numbers set forth in the conditions. I you
have a system of registering guests it should be pretty clear that the overnight occupancy of guests camping on the
property well exceeded the numbers permitted.
The area reserved for a specific number of tents was full and the number of tents and vehicles used for overnight
occupancy was well‐beyond the numbers allowed in the conditions. Again, there was a lack of internal control on the
numbers and what seemed to be little or no monitoring by your security staff. The double doors to the outside
remained open during the events and the noise was proportionately higher due to the failure to keep the doors
closed. This makes a significant difference in noise originating from the inside events.
There were a large number of event participants that set up a make‐shift camp on federal land directly across State
Route 89 from Calpine. This has the potential to become a significant issue and there should be some effort to direct
people to existing campgrounds where fires, stoves, and the like are permitted and there are accommodations for
restrooms and waste.
Property line delineation remains an issue particularly between the private property and the park. This needs to be
closely monitored by your security members to avoid tents, cars, and people from setting up overnight use of the park
property.
Finally, be sure to observe the begin and end times set forth in the conditions. The times for arriving and departing need
to be understood by your security staff and there needs to be involvement by your security staff of activities and
behavior of those camping on the property during the hours following the closing of the event each night. Community
complaints were received regarding the extent of noise as well as the hours that the noise occurred into the early
morning hours following the end of the events on Friday and Saturday nights. I see from your on‐line advertisements
that each night for this upcoming event you have events planned for “1:15 am to late” and this makes the point I made
for the need for security presence and an effort to avoid having campers being loud into the very early hours of the
following day.
Thanks Jason and please confirm the cell numbers for you and others that can be reached in the event of issues arising
or a need exists to contact a responsible individual for the property. The primary issue I see so far is a lack of any
control or monitoring of the numbers and conditions set forth in the special use permit. This is one of the key functions
of requiring a security and monitoring presence.
Thanks Jason.
1
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Tim Beals

From: jason100watt@gmail.com [mailto:jason100watt@gmail.com] On Behalf Of Jason Perkins
Sent: Thursday, September 01, 2016 12:22 PM
To: Tim Beals <tbeals@sierracounty.ca.gov>
Subject: Re: SVL camping weekend ‐ Labor Day 2016

For sure - let me know
I know we made one error the first Friday night where we pushed people out right after the show which made
outside really loud
We corrected that on sat night and kept people in
Let me know and thanks
On Thursday, September 1, 2016, Tim Beals <tbeals@sierracounty.ca.gov> wrote:
Jason...I will reply this evening and want to share with you a few concerns that developed on your last event. I believe
that you can address most, if not all, of the issues and trust that you can make the effort to address these this
weekend. I will be in touch and thanks for the heads-up.
Tim Beals

From: jason100watt@gmail.com [mailto:jason100watt@gmail.com] On Behalf Of Jason Perkins
Sent: Tuesday, August 30, 2016 12:36 PM
To: Tim Beals
Cc: Michael O'connor; Brandon Pangman; Frank Mckeown; Michael Rosen; Tim Standley; Richard Maddalena
Subject: Re: SVL camping weekend - Labor Day 2016

Tim,
Just a reminder that we have our last weekend of the season coming up this weekend. I am bringing in the
crew again as that seems to make the weekend run cleanly and Please be sure that the sheriff has my cell again
if anything should pop up.
The bands are probably the biggest acts we have had at the lodge - including a member of Rolling Stones - but
I doubt we will be busy as the last weekend and the ticket price is high.
Let me know if you have any questions for me and thanks again,
Jason
On Wednesday, August 10, 2016, Jason Perkins <jason@pegcollective.org> wrote:
2
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Tim,
Campers did arrive Thursday to throw their tents down first but they actually rented rooms for that night! I
will not let anyone put up tents early this time.
We cleared trash and recycling each morning but I will watch that more closely.
We were really adamant about dogs and we checked everyone but we will be on it.
I have additional security this weekend to really check the secret midnight campers who slip in and we will
watch that more closely this time. Additional security will also watch the front and back door. Our Security
guys are really experienced and will help keep the crowd in line.
Definitely keep my number on hand and I also sent out a note a note through Paula Crowder so we can handle
any community problems as they arise.
Jason

Jason Perkins
Managing Partner
Parish Entertainment Group
pegcollective.org
1.888.477.9288
thenewparish.com
brickandmortarmusic.com
sierravalleylodge.net
placepigallesf.com
craftyfoxsf.com

bigrectaproom.com
therocksteady.com
Publisher - SF Sounds News - sfsoundsmedia.com

On Wed, Aug 10, 2016 at 2:04 PM, Tim Beals <tbeals@sierracounty.ca.gov> wrote:
Jason...thanks for the email. I have copied Sheriff Standley on this reply so he has your cell number. As far as
recommendations, I can share with you some of the observations form my being present in Calpine on July 15 and
16. I dropped over to Calpine both nights and stayed for approximately two hours for both nights. The crowd was
pretty mellow and I think in general, things seemed to go well. Here are some things that I observed that may need
attention:
1) I saw that a few campers arrived on Thursday before the event and the conditions allow campers to gain access on
Friday at noon.
2) I never saw any security personnel on the site nor did I encounter security personnel when I walked through the
camping areas. There were lots of shade structures and multiple vehicles with the tent sites and things were getting
pretty crowded so having security personnel out on the grounds to help organize the use of the two camping areas
would be beneficial. Be sure to have a good handle on the numbers of tents, recreational vehicles, vehicles, and so
forth that are in your camping areas as the camp areas were packed.
3
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3) One camper (vehicle and tent) was camped on the County Park property behind the baseball backstop. Likely his
issue was that he could not identify any property boundaries at night. So you need to identify the boundaries of your
property so we do not see camping on properties not a part of the special use permit This is particularly critical at
night.
4) The interior double doors and the exterior double doors were both wide open during the music and the noise levels
were pretty high as a result. The open doors (likely to have ventilation and fresh air) served as a conduit for the music
to the outside and the conditions require that during the music, the exterior doors need to be closed.
5) I saw a few dogs but they were restrained and likely were inside of recreational vehicles when the occupants went
to the show. There were a few generators on the property alongside campers/tents and they were quiet. I did not see
any fires nor any fireworks. People were very friendly and seemed to be having a good time.
6) I failed to observe the trash and recycle effort that the conditions require so please review those and be sure that
you have adequate facilities available. I will be sure to observe that on the next time we are on site.
I will likely be on site during the next event to get a sense of any comparable issues or repeat concerns that need
attention. I may call you if and when I am over at the property and we can talk. Generally speaking, the event I
observed in July went well. I got one late night call from the County Sheriff dispatch on Friday night complaining of
noise and he was given your cell number. I believe that you talked with the Sheriff Dispatch and things got
satisfactorily resolved.
Thanks Jason and call or email if you have questions.
Tim Beals

From: jason100watt@gmail.com [mailto:jason100watt@gmail.com] On Behalf Of Jason Perkins
Sent: Monday, August 08, 2016 9:20 PM
To: Tim Beals
Cc: Michael O'connor; Brandon Pangman; Frank Mckeown; Michael Rosen
Subject: Re: SVL camping weekend coming up - Aug 12-Aug 14, 2016

Hey Tim & Brandon,
We have another weekend approaching and it looks like another good one and so I wanted to check in on:
- can you make sure the Sheriff has my cell - 415-308-1909?
- Do you have any other recommendations for us?
- We do have the porta-potties cleaned and emptied daily
Let me know if you need anything further from me
Thanks,
Jason

Jason Perkins
Managing Partner
Parish Entertainment Group
pegcollective.org
1.888.477.9288
thenewparish.com
4
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brickandmortarmusic.com
sierravalleylodge.net
placepigallesf.com
craftyfoxsf.com

bigrectaproom.com
therocksteady.com
Publisher - SF Sounds News - sfsoundsmedia.com

On Thu, Jul 14, 2016 at 11:11 AM, Jason Perkins <jason@pegcollective.org> wrote:
Tim,
By our cross checking and by our attorneys review, we see that all our permit provisions have been met.
I just want to be sure they line up with everything you have.
Let me know if any questions remain. Please Keep our attorneys cc'ed on any responses.
Thanks,
jason
On Monday, July 11, 2016, Tim Beals <tbeals@sierracounty.ca.gov> wrote:
Michael or Jason....I would be happy to meet with one or both of you or have my Road Superintendent meet with
you on the property in Calpine to discuss and agree to entrances and exits onto the County roads to assist in
facilitating the fulfillment of the condition of approval for the special use permit. It will not require more than thirty
minutes and I think it would be helpful to get this one matter completed. Once we agree on the locations, if you need
barricades or cones to assist in delineating the exits and entrances, let me know and I may be able to locate some
that you may borrow for this upcoming event and for future events. I obviously would need them returned a day or
two after the event but would be more than willing to offer this to you if you feel it is needed.
Let me know about meeting up with you this week and before Friday.
Tim Beals

-Jason Perkins
Managing Partner
Parish Entertainment Group
pegcollective.org
1.888.477.9288
thenewparish.com
brickandmortarmusic.com
sierravalleylodge.net
placepigallesf.com
craftyfoxsf.com

bigrectaproom.com
therocksteady.com
Publisher - SF Sounds News - sfsoundsmedia.com
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Brandon Pangman
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tim Beals
Tuesday, July 12, 2016 3:57 PM
Brandon Pangman
FW: Calpine Park Restroom and SV Lodge

From: Virginia Butler [mailto:virginiabutler61@yahoo.com]
Sent: Tuesday, July 12, 2016 2:53 PM
To: Tim Beals
Subject: Re: Calpine Park Restroom and SV Lodge

We have came to an agreement. Bill Nunes Joann chesney and I have signed it. He has agreed to our conditions
and I will personally check to make sure they hold up their end of it. Michael will sent it to you by late today I
believe. If you have any questions let me know.
Thanks
Ginny
Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android
On Mon, Jul 11, 2016 at 5:16 PM, Tim Beals
<tbeals@sierracounty.ca.gov> wrote:
Ginny....can you let me know when you have reached agreement with the owners of SV Lodge to allow use of the public
restroom at the park. Understanding that it is a public restroom, the use by the SV Lodge can have a measurable impact
on everything from paper goods and supplies to maintenance and janitorial conditions. In recognition of this, the County
in the approval of the special use permit to the SV Lodge placed a condition that SV Lodge and the CIA (as the County's
responsible entity for operation and maintenance of the park and buildings) reach some form of agreement on how the SV
Lodge may use the public restroom. I would assume that you have discussed or by now even reached an agreement for
supplies and cleaning of the facility but I have not heard anything to date. With the first scheduled camping event for the
2016 season occurring this coming weekend, I would ask that you give me a quick reply and tell me where things stand
between the CIA and SV Lodge for use of the restroom. Thanks.
Tim Beals
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EXHIBIT A

Brandon Pangman
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Mary Jo Rust
Monday, August 15, 2016 8:04 AM
Tim Beals
Brandon Pangman; Bryan Davey; Miriam Dines; Kathy Whitlow
FW: Sierra Valley Lodge

‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐
From: Alyssa Deacon [mailto:alyssajdeacon@gmail.com]
Sent: Saturday, August 13, 2016 9:38 AM
To: PublicWorks
Subject: Sierra Valley Lodge
Good Morning,
I just got off the phone with a very kind deputy regarding the Sierra Valley Lodge and their concert this weekend. I would
like to know how the permitting process works for the Lodge and how they are able to completely disrupt a small, quiet,
country town. In other words, if there is anyway to further prevent this from happening, I am on board to make that
happen. The Lodge does not benefit ANY of the locals, that I am aware of, in Calpine.
Thank you for taking this seriously and into consideration. I look forward to hearing from your office this next week.
Warmly,
Alyssa Deacon
206 Calpine Ave.
Calpine, Ca 96124
916‐730‐2503
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EXHIBIT C

EXHIBIT D

EXHIBIT E

EXHIBIT E

EXHIBIT F

Brandon Pangman
Subject:

RE: Sierra Valley Lodge Event

From: <Redacted--Anonymous>
Sent: Sunday, September 11, 2016 10:09 PM
To: Brandon Pangman
Subject: Re: Sierra Valley Lodge Event

Mr. Pangman,
After the most recent camping musical event at Sierra Valley Lodge (SVL) over Labor day weekend, I am
again, as a full-time resident of the community of Calpine, requesting that any applications for Special Use
Permits for camping at the Sierra Valley Lodge be denied by the County.
The agreed upon conditions that allowed camping at the music events have consistently not been followed by
SVL. Labor day weekend was no exception. Tents were pitched in the RV site. Music was playing long after
hours with doors opened and campers partied loudly into the wee hours of the morning. Windows had to be shut
on hot summer nights simply to sleep.
Our community is not a good fit for a camping venue!! I am urging Mr. Beals and all of the commissioners to
please, please not renew that permit!
Thank you for considering,
Anonymously, <REDACTED>
On Mon, Aug 15, 2016 at 10:28 PM, <REDACTED> wrote:
Thank you and please thank Mr. Beals and the Commission for their consideration of my comments.
<REDACTED>
On Mon, Aug 15, 2016 at 6:39 AM, Brandon Pangman <bpangman@sierracounty.ca.gov> wrote:
Thank you, <REDACTED>. I'm sorry to hear they continue to have trouble enforcing their permit
conditions. Director Beals discussed all this with them (again) just before this event. This remains very
frustrating and disappointing. I will communicate your concerns with Director Beals and the Commission.
-Brandon
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EXHIBIT G

Brandon Pangman
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Janet B <janetsays@msn.com>
Thursday, September 15, 2016 10:36 AM
Brandon Pangman
SVL additional photos
IMG_1972.JPG; ATT00001.txt; IMG_1975.JPG; ATT00002.txt; IMG_1977.JPG;
ATT00003.txt; IMG_1979.JPG; ATT00004.txt; IMG_1980.JPG; ATT00005.txt; IMG_
1993.JPG; ATT00006.txt

Good morning Brandon,
I'm forwarding additional photos of camping tents in the RV section, camping in the county easement section and a man
setting his tent up in the picnic area behind the CIA bldg which is adjacent to the children's play area. There were way
too many tents and people in the actual camping area to even try and address the abuse to the SUP.
I'm sorry to bother you with this but our community with its diverse population and families and children is important
enough to step out and deal with a very big negative situation. This is not a music festival setting and the use of the SVL
as such is not acceptable and just wrong.
Thank you, Janet
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EXHIBIT H

EXHIBIT H

