
 
COMMISSIONERS 

 
 PETER W. HUEBNER –CHAIRMAN MARIANNE MOORE-VICE CHAIR 
 SCOTT SCHLEFSTEIN ERNIE TEAGUE 
 PAUL ROEN MARK MARIN 
 PATRICIA WHITLEY JAMES BEARD, ALTERNATE 

  

 
WEDNESDAY SIERRAVILLE SCHOOL 
AUGUST 17, 2016 305 SOUTH LINCOLN 
10:00 A.M. SIERRAVILLE, CALIFORNIA 
 

AGENDA 
 
Matters under the jurisdiction of the Commission, and whether or not on the posted agenda, may 
be addressed by the general public during the Public Comment Opportunity time.  No action may 
be taken or substantive discussion pursued on matters not on the posted agenda.   
 
1. Call to Order and Roll Call - 10:00 A.M. 
 
2. Pledge of Allegiance 
 
3. Approval of Agenda 
 
4. Approval of Minutes of May 25, 2016  
 
6. Announcements 
 
7. Public Comment Opportunity 
 
8. Transit Issues 

 
A.  Discussion and report on status of Transit Funds and Transit Services within 

County 
 
B.  Status report on purchase of  two new transit vehicles 
 

9. Overall Work Program 
 

A. Report on status of the Overall Work Program Budget for the current fiscal year 
 
B. Resolution approving budget amendment #1 to the 16-17 OWP budget to increase 
 professional services in Work Element 3, Planning, Programming and Monitoring 
 

10. Planning, Programming and Monitoring 
 

A. Approve agreement for professional services with MGE Engineering for 
 transportation planning, programming and monitoring services for fiscal year 2017 
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11. Transportation Issues and Project Status Reports 
  

A.  State Route 89 Turnouts:  Approval of Memorandum of Understanding   
  between Caltrans and SCTC addressing a future project commitment 

B.  Discussion and direction regarding upcoming Caltrans Coordination Forum with  
  Sierra County  

B.  Campbell Hot Springs/Lemmon Canyon Road  

C.  Bicycle Trail Project and Smithneck Creek Road Rehabilitation 

D.  Bridge Projects:  Jim Crow, Salmon Lake, Packer Lake, Plumbago Creek, Low  
  Water Crossing Bridge at Independence Lake Road 

E. Long Valley Road  

G.  Other Transportation Issues 

13. CALTRANS Report 
 
14. Schedule Next Meeting 
 
15. Adjourn 
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SIERRA COUNTY TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
P. O. BOX 98 – DOWNIEVILLE, CALIFORNIA 95936 

 
COMMISSIONERS 

 
 PETER W. HUEBNER –CHAIRMAN MARIANNE MOORE-VICE CHAIR 
 SCOTT SCHLEFSTEIN ERNIE TEAGUE 
 PAUL ROEN MARK MARIN 
 PATRICIA WHITLEY JAMES BEARD, ALTERNATE 
 
WEDNESDAY LOYALTON SOCIAL HALL  
MAY 25, 2016 LOYALTON CITY PARK 
10:00 A.M. LOYALTON, CALIFORNIA 

 
MINUTES 

 
1.  CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL:  
 
  The meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m. by Chairman, Peter Huebner. 
 
 Roll Call 
 
 Commissioners Present:  Schlefstein; Roen; Moore; Teague; Marin; Huebner 
     
 Commissioners Absent:  Whitley 
 
 A Quorum was established. 
 
 Staff Present: Bryan Davey, Transportation Planner; Miriam Dines, Executive Secretary; Tim 

Beals, Executive Director 
 
 Also Present: Lori Wright, Incorporated Senior Citizens; John Funk, Golden Rays Senior Citizens; 

Lou Foxworthy, Golden Rays Senior Citizens; Jennifer Jacobson, Caltrans District 3; Suzy Melim, 
Caltrans District 3 

 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Led by Commissioner Moore. 

 
3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA:   

 
Commission Action:  Commissioner Roen moved to approve the agenda; seconded by 
Commissioner Moore.  Motion was carried by roll call, Commissioner Marin abstaining. 
 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 

Commission Action:  Commissioner Roen moved to approve the March 23, 2016 minutes; 
seconded by Commissioner Schlefstein.  Motion was carried by roll call with Marin 
abstaining. 
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5. ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Commissioner Schlefstein announced that Commissioner Whitley was in 
attendance at the meeting of the Community Action Agency. 

. 
6. PUBLIC COMMENT:  No public comment was offered. 
 
7. TRANSIT ISSUES 

 
Mr. Davey distributed fund information for the transit program, which is attached to these minutes 
as Exhibits A and B.  He then reported on the current year funding received to date which is 
$39,956.59, approximately $7,000 less than same time last year.  He reported that this is within the 
margin of error and will not affect the budget for next  year.  He also reported that we received 
additional and  unexpected funding from the FTA 5311 program. 
 
Due to the timing of the Unmet Needs Hearing, the Commission moved ahead to the report of the 
Social Services Transportation Advisory Council.  Mr. Davey reported on the April 29, 2016 
meeting, stating that it was attended by council members as well as a couple people from the 
general public.  Deficiencies in the transit system were discussed, as well as possible solutions.  
Included in those are a fixed route system, ride sharing, UBER, and after school transit for kids.  As 
a result of the discussion the SSTAC recommended a definition of unmet needs which is strikingly 
similar to the definition of the previous year.  Mr. Davey read the proposed definition of unmet 
needs, including the definition for what needs are "reasonable to meet" for the  upcoming fiscal 
year.  Commissioner Roen reported that the school is operating a late bus out of Loyalton to help 
with student after hours transportation.   
 
Chairman Huebner opened the Public Hearing for Identification of Unmet Needs at 10:10 a.m.  
Receiving no public comment, Chairman Huebner closed the public hearing at 10:11 a.m. 
 
Commission Action:  Commissioner Roen moved to adopt a resolution establishing definition 
of those transit needs that are reasonable to meet during fiscal year 2016/2017; seconded by 
Commissioner Moore.  Motion was carried unanimously by roll call. 
 
Commission Action:  Commissioner Roen moved to approve 2016/2017 Transit Operation 
Budget; seconded by Commissioner Schlefstein.  Motion was carried unanimously by roll call. 
 

8.  REGIONAL SURFACE TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM FEDERAL EXCHANGE 
 
Mr. Davey explained that the SCTC has been receiving this funding which is to be utilized for 
transportation projects, and so far have funded the installation of a number of speed feedback signs 
throughout the county.  He also reported that 50% of the funds from this current allocation were 
previously allocated to the signs on Smithneck Road.  The funds are due around July 1.  There is an 
interest from the community in having speed feedback signs installed in the City of Loyalton.  
There is also an expressed interested in installation of lighted wildlife signs in the scenic corridor.  
 
Commission Action:  Commissioner Roen moved to adopt a resolution approving agreement 
for Federal Apportionment Exchange Program, California Department of 
Transportation; seconded by Commissioner Schlefstein.  Motion was carried unanimously by 
roll call. 
 

9.  OVERALL WORK PROGRAM 
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Mr. Davey reported on the status of the Overall Work Program, that goals have been met and work 
is proceeding as expected.  As to the draft OWP for next fiscal year, Caltrans reviewed the draft 
OWP for 2017 and provided comments, which have been incorporated, and provided Work 
Element 8 as well.   
 
Commission Action:  Commissioner Roen moved to adopt a resolution approving Overall 
Work Program Fiscal Year 2016-17 and approving the OWP Agreement as well as 
Certifications and Assurances; seconded by Commissioner Marin.  Motion was carried 
unanimously by roll call. 
 
Commission Action:  Commissioner Roen moved to adopt a resolution approving Sierra 
County Transportation Commission Budget for 2016-17; seconded by Commissioner 
Moore.  Motion was carried unanimously by roll call. 
 

10.  TRANSPORTATION ISSUES AND PROJECT STATUS REPORTS 
 

STIP Update:  Mr. Davey followed-up on the report from the March 23, 2016 meeting regarding 
fund $745,000,000 deficit in the State Transportation Improvement Program Fund. The letter 
approved by the Commission on March 23, 2016 opposing the deletion of projects was remitted.  
Ultimately the California Transportation Commission did not delete our projects but did postpone 
the projects for one year.  The biggest project was the State Route 89 turnouts. In the meantime, 
Caltrans made the determination to proceed with the turnout project, funding the project with the 
understanding that those funds will be taken from future STIP to apply to one of their projects.  He 
reported that we should be receiving a draft agreement from Caltrans within the next week 
regarding the funding advance. 
 
Bicycle Trail Project and Smithneck Creek Road Rehabilitation:  These projects are pushed out one 
year which is not a major issues for us, but it delays construction.  This does allow it, however, to 
be a candidate once again for a Federal Lands Access Program grant.  
 
Campbell Hot Springs:  Mr. Beals reported that the Sierra Hot Springs land use project and the road 
are intertwined.  As a result of the Economic Summit held on May 18, 2016, federal agencies 
(Economic Development Administration and USDA Rural Development) disclosed grant funding 
options that provided 50-50 or 80-20 funding scenarios that could provide funding toward a road 
project or the airport.  Discussion ensued regarding a number of roads that are in severe need of 
attention such as Gold Lake, Smithneck Creek Road, Stampede Dam Road, the Sierra Brooks 
Subdivision, as well as strong interest from the Long Valley and Verdi communities for road 
project prioritization in their areas.  Commissioner Schlefstein suggested that perhaps the dam 
project is fully funding and maybe part of the deal with the encroachment permit can be repaving of 
the road.  Mr. Beals said that he checked on that option and didn't make progress.   
 
Bridge Projects are on track as reported at the March meeting. Jim Crow Road is approved and 
authorized for construction.  The other four bridge projects are still in the environmental phase.      
 
Mr. Beals discussed a meeting that he attended with Irene Davidson, District Ranger of the 
Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest, as well as the fuels management officer regarding Long Valley 
Road.  As background, this spring the Forest Service offered up a grinding operation on the Dog 
Valley Grade from Sunrise Basin to Summit 1 and re-established a road base that is really nice and 
smooth.  This operation lead to the meeting to discuss the obligation of the USFS to provide 
maintenance toward the roads that access the national forest lands.  This discussion lead to 
upcoming issues to be expected in the Verdi and Long Valley areas. Residents in Verdi, Mogul, and 
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that section of the Reno area only have access to the Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest through 
Dog Valley.  The growth and proposed annexation of Verdi by the City of Reno is suggesting that 
there will be at least 5000 more homes added to the area.  This is most certainly increase daily 
traffic exponentially, and one goal of the County at this meeting was to impress upon the Forest 
Service that they have a maintenance obligation.  The same situation is brewing over on the Long 
Valley side of the forest with two proposals that if implemented will net approximately 7000 homes 
(combined) in the area.  There are only two roads into that area of the forest, both through Sierra 
County, and the potential road impacts are horrendous.  
 
Under Other Transportation Issues it was reported that the County applied for a grant with the 
California Division of Aeronautics and will be able to lay a slurry seal at the Sierraville-Dearwater 
Airport.   
 

11.  AUDIT REPORT:  The Triennial Performance Audit arrived and there were three findings. Two of 
the findings have been addressed which were the demand for more thorough reporting on the 
Overall Work Program at the SCTC meetings and allocation of transit funds based on current 
population.  The other item that they are demanding is  a component to have procedures in place to 
allocate transit funds for bicycle and pedestrian projects, which will need to be developed.  It is just 
a procedure that needs to be in place in case the Commission decides to re-direct funds used for 
transit to the bicycle and pedestrian projects.     
 

12.  CALTRANS UPDATE:   Ms. Melim from Caltrans addressed the Commission on a number of issues 
as follows: 

 
 The Wildlife Crossing Project on State Route 89 is breaking ground. She states appreciation for the 

County's participation in the groundbreaking ceremony.   
 
 Caltrans is repairing a slip-out on State Route 49 7 miles north of Camptonville. 
 
 They just received guidance on Active Transportation Plan funds to meet scoring objectives and her 

staff is willing to help local agencies and review projects.   
 
 She noted that they are still lacking participation from rural counties in the Road Charge Pilot 

Project.   
 
 At the last meeting there was inquiry about the state of State Route 70 between State Route 49 and 

395, which has since been addressed.  She was not sure when 395 would be re-paved.  
 
 The curb and gutter project in the City of Loyalton is included in the SHOPP as a minor project and 

is currently at the California Transportation Commission for approval. 
 
 Ms. Melim also reported on the methodology that Caltrans is going to for looking at SHOPP 

projects.  As a whole Caltrans is breaking silos down and taking a more managed approach, after 
conducting an inventory of all assets.  It will be competitive with all of California.  Commissioner 
Roen stated the need to regionalize some of the funding.   

 
 Ms. Melim stated that a management team, as well as the District Director, will be coming to 

conduct an annual outreach meeting with each of their counties.  Sierra County's meeting is 
scheduled for August.  This is a forum that will allow person to person time with top executives and 
spell out the local needs to a higher audience.  When asked what kind of participation to elicit it is 
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suggested the head of the SCTC and planning staff.  The focus is typically on state right of way, but 
hopefully the discussion will include STIP as well. 

 
 Last in the Caltrans Report was a discussion on the concerns with hydrology and the Little Truckee 

River Bridge on State Route 89.  The bridge constricts the river, and necessitates rip-rap to protect 
it, which causes issues for wildlife.  They are working with hydraulic staff and bridge staff looking 
for funding for a potential project. 

 
 Mr. Beals raised a concern with regard to the policies of the deputy director for encroachment / 

signs.  He has found that different districts implement signage differently, and here in District 3, for 
instance, blinking lights on wildlife signs have been denied due to potential liability if the light 
fails.  His concern is uniformity between districts, as he has seen illuminated wildlife signs in other 
Caltrans Districts. 

 
 Another concern raised by Mr. Beals is a speed issues between Loyalton City Limits and Garbage 

Pit Road, especially on dumping days.   Mr. Beals would like an audience with Amarjeet Benipal, 
District Director, to discuss this issue. 
 

13. SCHEDULE NEXT MEETING 
 

 The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, August 17, 2016 at 10:00 a.m. in Sierraville.  
 

14. ADJOURNMENT 
 

With thanks to all participants, the meeting was adjourned by Chairman Huebner at 11:06 a.m. 
 

 
 ______________________________________ 

        Peter W. Huebner, Chairman 
               Sierra County Transportation Commission 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
___________________________________ 
Miriam B. Dines, Executive Secretary 
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Sierra County Transportation Commission  
Meeting:  August 17, 2016 
Agenda Item 8 A-B 
 
 
 
 
Transit Issues 
 

A.  Discussion and report on status of Transit Funds and Transit Services within 
  County - Standing Agenda Item 
 
B.  Status report on purchase of  two new transit vehicles 
 
 
On June 23, 2015 the SCTC authorized funding application for Public Transportation 
Modernization, Improvement, and Service Enhancement Account Program (PTMISEA) funds to 
purchase 2 new transit vans.   
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Sierra County Transportation Commission  
Meeting: August 17, 2016  
Agenda Items 9  SCTC Overall Work Program (OWP) FY 2016/2017  
 
 
a. Discussion and report on status of the Overall Work Program Budget for the 

current fiscal year. 
 

This is a standing agenda item.  No Acton required. 
 

b. Discussion and report on status of the Overall Work Program Budget for the 
current fiscal year. 
 
Resolution approving budget amendment #1 to the 16-17 OWP budget to increase 
professional services in Work Element 2.1, Planning, Programming and Monitoring 
 
 
The PPM contract with MGE is proposed in the amount of $20,000 due to the particular 
workload this fiscal  year, and Work Element 2.1 Professional Services currently is 
budgeted for $16,000.  We are proposing moving $4,000 from Payroll into Professional 
Services to reflect as follows: 
 

Budget- Work Element 2.1-Project Programming and Monitoring 
Revenue   

 Local Transportation Fund (LTF) $0 
 PPM $37,000 
 Prior Years PPM $0,000 
 Total Revenue $37,000 
   

Expenses   
 Training $1,000 
 Payroll $13,000 
 Professional Services $20,000 
 A87 $3,000 
 Total Expenses $37,000 
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SIERRA COUNTY TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
 

IN THE MATTER OF AMENDING THE  
OWP and THE SCTC BUDGET  

FOR FISCAL YEAR 2016/17 
 

Resolution 2016-10 
 
BE IT RESOLVED that the Sierra County Transportation Commission hereby approve the 
Overall Work Program for 2016/17 as amended including amendment to the SCTC budget  to 
correct and reflect budget expenditure categories with projected expenditures  amounts as shown 
on the attached Exhibit “A” .  
 
ADOPTED by the Sierra County Transportation Commission on the 17th day of August, 2016 
by the following vote: 
 
AYES: _________________________________________ 
NOES: _________________________________________ 
ABSTAINED: _________________________________________ 
ABSENT: _________________________________________ 
 
 
 ___________________________________________ 
 Peter W. Huebner, Chairperson 
 Sierra County Transportation Commission 
 
ATTEST: 
 
________________________________________ 
Miriam B. Dines, Executive Secretary to the Commission 
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Resolution 2016-10 
 

Exhibit A 
 
 
 
 
 

Budget- Work Element 2.1-Project Programming and Monitoring 
Revenue   

 Local Transportation Fund (LTF) $0 
 PPM $37,000 
 Prior Years PPM $0,000 
 Total Revenue $37,000 
   

Expenses   
 Training $1,000 
 Payroll $13,000 
 Professional Services $20,000 
 A87 $3,000 
 Total Expenses $37,000 
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Sierra County Transportation Commission  
Meeting: August 17, 2016 
 
Item 10: Planning, Programming and Monitoring (PPM) 

 
a.  Approve agreement for professional services with MGE Engineering 
for transportation planning, programming and monitoring services for 
fiscal year 2017. 
 
 
 
 
Background:    
 
This is an annual agreement for consulting services related to planning, programming and 
monitoring.  Scope of services and duties include development of preliminary project 
information, assistance with Regional Transportation Improvement Program (RTIP), 
preparation of project study reports (PSRs), assistance with matters related programming 
and funding requests to the California Transportation Commission, Caltrans, and other 
state/federal agencies; attendance at SCTC and other meetings as requested by Executive 
Director, and other engineering and professional services as requested by Executive 
Director. 
 
Staff is recommending approval of an agreement in an amount not to exceed $20,000.00.  
 
 
Recommended Motion:   
 
Approve Agreement 2016-04 with MGE Engineering, Inc. in the amount of 
$20,000 for professional services related to planning, programming and 
monitoring for fiscal year 2017. 
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Sierra County Transportation Commission 
Meeting:  August 17, 2016 
 
11.  Transportation Issues and Project Status Reports 

 
 

 
 
 
A.  State Route 89 Turnouts (Action Item):  Approval of Memorandum of    
  Understanding between Caltrans and SCTC addressing a future project commitment 

  This Memorandum of Understanding memorializes the commitment for SCTC to apply  
  $750,000 in STIP funds to a future state project in light of the current state commitment to  
  fund and construct the SR89 Truck Turnouts. 

B.  Discussion and direction regarding upcoming Caltrans Coordination Forum with   
  Sierra County 

C.  Campbell Hot Springs/Lemmon Canyon Road  

D.  Bicycle Trail Project and Smithneck Creek Road Rehabilitation 

E.  Bridge Projects:  Jim Crow, Salmon Lake, Packer Lake, Plumbago Creek, Low   
  Water Crossing Bridge at Independence Lake Road 

F.  Long Valley Road  

G.  Other Transportation Issues 
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SCTC 2016-05 
 
 

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
 
This is a "Memorandum of Understanding"  between the State of California, Department of 
Transportation (Caltrans), and the Sierra County Transportation Commission (Commission) addressing a 
future project commitment.   
 
Caltrans will construct highway improvements on State Route 89 (SIE-89, PM 0.15/11.30) as part of 
Project EA# 03-04F490 in the 16/17 FY.  Caltrans will fund and include Commission improvements 
(Five Truck Turnouts near Sierraville, Estimated @ $750k) in Project.   
 
Commission agrees to fund a future State Highway System (SHS) project in Sierra County in the amount 
of $750,000 when Commission’s STIP funds become available. This amount is for Construction Capital. 
Caltrans will be responsible for the development of the future project including construction 
administration. Said funds are targeted to be available in FY 17/18. 
 
The following responsibilities have been identified and are proposed to be agreed to by all parties: 
 

• Commission will propose a future SHS project to Caltrans.   
 

• Commission will enter into a Cooperative Agreement with Caltrans outlining Commission’s 
contribution of STIP funds ($750k) to the future project approved by Caltrans. Also, the COOP 
will outline CT responsibilities towards the development of project. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
I CONCUR:  
 
 
   Date:  _____________ 
Tim H. Beals 
Executive Director 
Sierra County Transportation Commission 
 
 
 
   Date: _____________ 
Thomas L. Brannon 
Deputy District Director, 
D3 Program / Project Management 
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