SIERRA COUNTY
Board of Supervisors

SIERRA COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
COMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC AND BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT
Meeting Notice and Agenda for April 15, 2015
The Sierra County Board of Supervisors Committee on Economic and Business Development will conduct a
meeting at 10:00 a.m., Wednesday, April 15, 2015 at the Board of Supervisors Chambers, Sierra County
Courthouse, 100 Courthouse Square, Downieville, California.
Meeting Agenda
1.

Roll Call and Introduction of Guests

2.

Standing Orders
a)
Election of Chair for 2015
b)
Selection of Vice Chair for 2015
b)
Approval of Agenda for April 15, 2015
c)
Approval of Minutes of August 20, 2014 Meeting

3.

Committee Members' Reports
Committee Members may report on other committee meetings and/or related activities. Committee
members or members of the public may ask questions for clarification but no action will be taken on
matters not on the posted agenda.

5.

Public Comment
The general public may address the Committee on Economic and Business Development on any matter not
included on the posted agenda. Public comment is limited to 3 minutes. Except as otherwise provided by law, no
action or discussion shall be taken or conducted on any item not included on the posted agenda.

6.

Discussion and/or Action Items
a)

Update and discussion on USA Cycling Amateur National Championship event

b)

Update and discussion with John Steffanic, CEO of Plumas-Sierra County Fair, regarding
economic development and development of event venues

d)

Update and discussion on County Broadband Service Coverage

e)

Update and discussion on Grant Opportunities: Geothermal, Sierra Nevada Conservancy, and
drought related funding source

f)

Update and discussion on anticipated Pacific Crest Trail hiking season and other PCT issues

g)

Update and discussion on 2015 public events in Sierra County

h)

Discussion and recommendation on Regional Request for Information from the Governor's
Office of Business & Economic Development regarding Project Paper Party

Lee Adams
District No. 1
P.O. Box 1
Downieville, CA 95936

Peter W. Huebner
District No. 2
P.O. Box 349
Sierra City, CA 96125

Paul Roen
District No. 3
P.O. Box 43
Calpine, CA 96124

Jim Beard
District No. 4
P.O. Box 1040
Loyalton, CA 96118

Scott Schlefstein
District No. 5
P.O. Box 702
Loyalton, CA 96118

(i)

Discussion and recommendation on impact of medical resource limitations as relates to
weekend visitors

(j)

Discussion and recommendation to Board of Supervisors on declaring vacancies on the
Committee and soliciting replacements

7.

Schedule Next Meeting

8.

Adjourn
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SIERRA COUNTY
Board of Supervisors

SIERRA COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
COMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC AND BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT
Minutes of August 20, 2014

Sierraville School
Sierraville, CA

The August 20, 2014 meeting of the Board of Supervisors' Committee on Economic and Business Development
was called to order by Chairman Huebner at 10:00 a.m. at the Sierraville School, Sierraville, California.
1.

Roll Call
Members Present: Beard; Breed; Dobija; Huebner; Wagner; Whitley; Williams; Yegge
Members Absent: Christian; Clark; Hall; Payen
Staff Present: Tim Beals, Planning Director; Miriam Dines, Office Manager
Guests: Zachi Anderson, Forest Trails Alliance; Brooks Mitchell, Mayor, City of Loyalton; Scott
Schlefstein, Supervisor District 5

Chairman Huebner announced a field trip at 11:00 a.m. with the Fire Safe Council, the Sierra
Business Council and Mr. Munson at the co-gen plant in Loyalton. Randy Wagner confirmed
the meeting and also highly recommended members to attend the August 25, 2014 meeting of
the El Dorado County Board of Supervisors in Placerville. Apparently there will be a number
of presentations on bio-mass, water, and related issues and we should see if there is any
information presented that we might want to leverage.

2.

Approval of Agenda: Don Yegge moved to approve the agenda; Patricia Whitley seconded.
Motion approved unanimously by acclamation.

3.

Approval of Minutes: Patricia Whitley moved to approve the minutes as presented; Don
Yegge seconded. Motion approved unanimously by acclamation.

4.

Committee Members' Reports: No committee reports were given.

5.

Public Comment: Brooks Mitchell, Mayor, City of Loyalton reported that the School District
solicited bids for the purchase of the old middle school building with the minimum bid being
$25,001. They didn't receive any bids, and Mr. Mitchell checked with the district after the bid
date and they indicated that the City could still submit a sealed bid. The City has put in a
sealed bid. If they end up owning the school building they will plan to relocate the museum as
well as agricultural implements to that lot.
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6.

Workshops-Presentations-Discussions

6a)

Follow-up on Downieville Classic and further discussion on possibility of World Cup mountain
bike event in 2016: Greg Williams reported that the Downieville Classic went
smoothly, that it was their best year ever. There were just shy of 900 racers hailing from as far
away as South Africa, Italy, Scotland and Canada. Next year is the 20th anniversary of the
Downieville Classic.
Mr. Williams reported that the Director of the Enduro World Cup and his wife attended the
Downieville Classic and enjoyed themselves. They are interested in pursuing permits to put on
a World Cup event in Downieville in 2016. Ranger Hayden is supported but they would like
to get County buy-in before moving forward. There would be significant amount of work to be
done on the trail system and a method to get the crews out there working needs to be identified;
parking is also a big issue. In years past for the Classic they were able to use the Downieville
Ranger Station, and the District Ranger is cooperative with the County which is refreshing.
Mr. Williams will be addressing the Board of Supervisors at the first meeting in September,
hoping to garner a resolution of support. He will be presenting a basic operating plan to the
Board.

6b)

Update from Zachi Anderson of the Forest Trails Alliance regarding the development of the
Mexican Mine Trail connecting Forest City to Downieville and related project: Mr. Anderson
introduced himself stating that it was his first time to visit this group. He, too, noted that he is
enjoying the new attitude from the USFS.
A brief overview of the USFS management of Forest City with history and recreation being the
focus. In the years since he has been working with the USFS over 70 miles of trail have been
developed and the area is being more well known. Three years ago the Forest Trails Alliance
entered into a project plan with the USFS to work on a capital project, the Mexican Mine Trail,
which is part of a broader plan to create more connectivity to Sierra County, ultimately creating
a corridor to Downieville .
The Forest Trails Alliance is a non-profit similar to the Sierra Buttes Trail Stewardship with a
commitment to building better trails, developing skill sets for the employees who work on the
projects and providing training opportunities for volunteers and staff. They are bring revenues
into the regions that they are trying to improve. They have a goal to develop a more effective
partnership with Sierra County to create diverse and attractive recreational opportunities. The
focus on the Alliance's trails is beginner to intermediate skill, where the SBTS is more extreme.
They are hoping to take advantage of the terrain on the Pliocene Ridge and continue to develop
an expanding trail system, potentially developing alternative markets like hut systems which
are popular in other counties. With regard to the Mexican Mine Trail they are planning to
develop a restroom in Forest City and with that are looking for support from the Environmental
Health Department and the Building Department, and would like the County to invest by
committing to pumping the toilet twice a year. The staging area needs site improvements
including asphalt and striping and they are hoping for County assistance with that aspect as
well. Mr. Anderson is requesting a 3 party meetings which includes the Forest Trails Alliance,
Sierra County, and the USFS to collaborate and affirm support for the project. The other issue
of concern raised is the incredible fuel load surrounding Forest City and would therefore want
to work on installation of water lines and possible undergrounding of power lines in Forest
City. He questioned the current status of PG&E funds that are allocated for burying
infrastructure in historical places.
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Funding options were briefly touched on including Recreational Trail Project funds and State
Transportation Improvement Program funds (future years).
There was brief discussion touching on snow recreation opportunities in the Pliocene Ridge
Area as well as the concept of opening the Truckee Ditch Trail which would essentially be as
easy as brush removal.
The discussion veered to how the County is dealing with recreational "impact", which Mr.
Beals noted is synonymous with "opportunity." A history of attempts to obtain funding for an
Economic Development Coordinator was discussed, noting that funding agencies want projects,
not employees.
6c)

Update from City of Loyalton on bike path development: Mayor Brooks Mitchell thanked the
Committee for placing the item on the agenda. He stated that what the City is looking for is to be
identified as the trailhead for the Boca Loyalton bike trail. The City has developed a route through

Loyalton that visits houses including the City barn which is the old depot building and 5 houses
from the Lewis family and the old Masonic Hall and historical memorabilia of the Boca
Loyalton Railroad. Each location will have a local historical designation along with a
monument stating why it is significant. They would like to connect to the Sierra Brooks Trail
which is a project that the Sierra County Transportation Commission has commenced.
In a brief discussion of how to get the designation Mr. Williams suggested putting that
identifier on Facebook. The Sierra County bike path project was discussed briefly, and Mr.
Beals reported on the formation of a project committee for the project.
6d)

Discussion regarding short to immediate and long range access to broadband service: Mr.
Wagner suggests that we should have Bob Marshall or another representative from PlumasSierra attend this meeting regularly. The County's needs for broadband need to be clearly
identified, and it would be good to have knowledge of what Plumas Sierra's implementation
plan is. Mr. Wagner suggests that we need to find out their plan and then determine if it will
suffice, and if it won't what is to be done.
Mr. Wagner also announced a new emergency services organization who's first meeting was at
Clear Lake. They produced a 60 page document, which should be reviewed, as it might
provide a Plan "B" for broadband.

6e)

Discussion regarding possible development of an Economic & Business Development Plan:
Mr. Wagner discusses 3 communities of which Sierra County is one, who are aspiring to
develop an Economic & Business Development Plan. He has committed to helping Auburn in
their effort, they had their first kick-off meeting on Monday night. He could potentially make
Sierra County the same offer for assistance but wouldn't be able to do that until after the first of
the year.

Open discussion on economic and business development: The Rural Business Opportunity
6f)
Grant (RBOG) was revisited with a brief discussion. Mr. Beals believes that the County needs an in
house position for Economic Development Coordinator. Mr. Wagner agrees, stating that in the
evolving of different Counties' economies, the ones that are doing better are the ones with an in house
position. It was acknowledged that most grant funders don't want to give money if you have no way
to sustain the project. What needs to be done is to create more revenue for the county then use that
revenue to staff.
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Mr. Wagner suggested development of a short term to intermediate strategy and plan with regard to
Economic Development, and the looking for the next RBOG window opening and perhaps applying
for funding that is relative to an element of the Plan . On the grant preparation side of such a project it
is possible that staff from SEDCorp would be able to assist with the development of an application.
7.

Schedule Next Meeting: September 17, 10:00 a.m. in Downieville.

8.

The meeting was adjourned by Chairman Huebner at 11:57 a.m.

_____________________________________
Prepared by:
Miriam B. Dines
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USA Cycling Event

USA Cycling the national governing body for the sport of competitive cycling is
excited to partner with North Lake Tahoe CVB and the communities of North Lake
Tahoe on the Elite/Amateur National Championships. This event draws cyclist from
10 years of age to 50 years of age from all over the country to compete in three
separate disciplines that include the Road Race, Time Trial, and Criteirum.

Due to this being a National Championship
Event for Road Cycling we traditionally see
athletes arrive early to preview courses and
acclimatize to the local elevation/conditions.
The average stay for the athlete and their
families in the past 6 years of the event has
been 6-7 nights within the area. This
includes 2-3 days for course review and
acclimatization and 4-5 days of racing.
Racers from all 50 states will be in
attendance this year.

In 2009 and 2010 Bend, Oregon hosted the event and in 2011 and 2012 Augusta,
Georgia did as well. Both communities conducted economic impact studies during
the event to measure how this event positively impacted their community.

Bend, Oregon
2009-2010
• Elite/Amateur National Championships generated an impact of $1.44 million in direct
tourist spending each year.
• A total of 2,840 people visited Bend specifically for the National Championships and
stayed in the area for an average of 6.9 nights resulting in 19,600 “tourist nights”.
• In terms of geographic origin the National Championships were attended by visitors from
all 50 U.S. states with only 5% of the attendees coming from within the state of Oregon.
• The National Championships generated a total of 3,500 paid lodging nights during the
event. 83% of all respondents lodged within the city limits of Bend, 13% from the nearby
Sunriver Resort Community, and 4% from other outlying areas.

• On a percentage basis, people who visited Bend for the National Championships were
twice as likely as Americans as a whole to have household incomes of $100,000 to
$199,000 range and they were four times as likely to have household incomes in the over
$200,000 range.
For a look at this economic impact study for Bend, Oregon you can find it on the USA Cycling website at
https://s3.amazonaws.com/USACWeb/forms/natchamps/Economic-Impact-Elite-Road-Nats-2009.pdf

Augusta, Georgia
2011-2012
• Elite/Amateur National Championships generated an impact of $1.2 million in tourist
spending each year.
• A total of 1,928 people visited Augusta.
• In terms of geographic origin the National Championships were attended by visitors from
all 50 U.S. states with only 1.4% of the attendees living locally.
• The National Championships generated a total of 2,700 paid lodging nights during the
event.
For a look at this economic impact study for Bend, Oregon you can find it on the USA Cycling website at
https://s3.amazonaws.com/USACWeb/forms/natchamps/Economic-Impact-2012-EliteU23JrParaNats.pdf

Broadband Information

Project Paper Party RFI

California Business Investment Services (CalBIS)
Request for Information (RFI)
CBIS15022JC - California based consumer paper product and gift item
company is looking to relocate existing HQ.
(PROJECT PAPER PARTY!!!)

GENERAL INFORMATION
Designer and distributor of consumer paper products and gift items is looking to expand/relocate
existing operations. Company has a lease on the peninsula that expires Jan. 1, 2016. Company is
considering relocating out of state.
Company would prefer to remain in the Bay area within 20 miles of a major airport and 10 miles of a
major highway. Company prefers office and warehouse in same space, but would consider a sales
office in metropolitan area and separate warehouse facility in more suburban/rural area.
OCCUPANCY INFORMATION
Estimated Investment

Operation/Expansion Schedule

Land

Date to begin expansion

ASAP

Building

Date facility to be ready for
occupancy

12/1/2015

Equipment

Date facility to be in operation

1/1/2016

Total

$6,000,000

Site Selection Factors - (1=High; 5=Low)
Govt. Business Investment
Program

2

Seismic stability

3

Part-time temporary labor
availability

1

Telecommunications capacity

2

Proximity to engineering
talent

3

Fiber optic

2

Land and building cost

1

Utility cost (gas and electric)

5

Building visibility

3

Water availability and cost

4

Housing cost

2

Waste water capacity and cost

5

Transportation access

1

Proximity to colleges and
universities

4

Proximity to scheduled air 1
service

Proximity to suppliers and
customers

3

Proximity to deepwater port 3

Speed of express package delivery 1
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LAND AND BUILDING REQUIREMENTS
Minimum

Maximum

30,000

35,000

3,000

3,500

27,000

32,000

Acres Required
Building Size (sq. ft.)
Office (sq. ft.) Required
Warehouse (sq. ft.)
Production (sq. ft.)
Refrigeration (sq. ft.)
Clean Room (sq. ft.)
Building Preferences
Purchase existing building
Own new construction
Build to suit/lease
Lease existing building

1

Lease Requirements

Other Requirements

Lease years

Clear ceiling height

24

Class A space

Yes

Number of dock level doors

Class B space

No

Number of grade level doors

Triple net

No

Number of parking spaces

20

Gross lease

No

Outdoor storage

No
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UTILITY REQUIREMENTS
Electricity
Demand kilowatts

Immediate

Full Operation

tbd

Usage avg. kilowatt hours per month
Desired service (voltage)

tbd

Desired building amperage
Hours of operation
Operating days per week

Natural Gas
Therms per month
Cubic feet per hour (thousands)
Pounds per square inch (PSI)

Water
Gallons per day (water)

Waste Water
Gallons per day (wastewater)
Suspended solids (lbs./day)
Biochemical oxygen demand (lbs./day)

Communications
Fiber optics

Yes

Digital switching

Yes

High capacity T-1

Yes

Maximum distance to POP

Environmental & Other Issues
None.
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TRANSPORTATION
Truck Requirements
Truck transportation

Yes

Acceptable distance to interstate/highway (miles)

10

Number of trucks entering/leaving facility per day

5

Air Requirements
Air transportation

Yes

Preferred distance to airport (miles)

20

Type of air transportation

Rail Requirements
Rail transportation

No

Onsite

No

Carloads per week

Ship Requirements
Ship transportation

No

Preferred distance to deepwater port (miles)

200

EMPLOYMENT INFORMATION
General Employment Information
Total number of employees at current facilities

21

Total number of employees at new facility

31

Number of transfers from existing operations

21

Number of new hires at new facility

10

Employee Information
Job Description

# Positions

Proposed Wages

Warehouse materials handler

5

$21,000.00

Customer service rep

2

$42,000.00

key account sales

1

$48,000.00

COO

1

$100,000.00

production assistant

1

$50,000.00
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GEOGRAPHIC PREFERENCE
Region

County

S.F. Bay Area
Sacramento Region
Upstate California
COMPETITORS
State

Country

Nevada

USA

SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS
30-35,000 sq ft of space for warehouse- 3000 sq ft for office and 27,000+ sq ft for
warehouse/distribution space.
INSTRUCTIONS
Please provide all the requested information to the best of your ability. Please submit the top
candidate sites within the designated region for your area that will best support the objectives of the
project. In selecting the top sites for your area, please verify that the sites meet the requirements.
This is a CONFIDENTIAL PROJECT. Please take this into consideration in all activities with respect
to this project.
A complete submittal is as follows:
th

Please email your response to Justin Currie no later than 12:00 pm on Monday April 20 ,
2015. RFPs must include CBIS15022JC in the subject line of the email.
Both CalBIS and our client appreciate your efforts. Please do not hesitate to contact Justin Currie if
you have any questions, concerns or wish to discuss the sites you are submitting. Information and
communications regarding this project should be directed via phone or email to:

CalBIS
1325 J Street, 18th Floor
Sacramento, CA 95814
Attn: Justin Currie
Justin.currie@gov.ca.gov
916-322-0598
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